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, PIG-EATING SOWS
It is difficult to determine just why some sows eat their pigs. Many lay the blame to improper feeding, such as the lack of sufficient protein in the diet, There is a belief that some sows eat their pigs because of a depraved appetite which may follow when they are not supplied with sufficient animal protein in the form of meat meal or tankage, Some practical hogmen claim to be able to prevent pig-eating by feeding the sows raw meat occasionally. Most of the information bearing on this trouble is not well founded, but it would seem that a sow eats her pigs the first time because of faulty nutrition of some sort. After this the animal may acquire a taste for such a diet, so much so that it becomes an incurable habit. The common practice of allowing sows to eat their own afterbirth may give some animals an unnatural taste for blood. To remove such a cause, all portions of afterbirth should be buried or burned.
Sows guilty of such unmotherly actions should be sent to slaughter. As a matter of prevention it is sometimes advocated to feed the pig-eating sow raw meat or tankage during the period of pregnancy. This might be advised in the case of a valuable breeder, otherwise the animal is best disposed of. A well established habit of this kind is not easily treated. Slaughter is the safest way to prevent a reoccurrence.
HAIELESS PIGS
Sometimes one or more sows give birth to pigs that are almost entirely without hair. These pigs also have a goiter in the neck, but it is not large enough to be visible through the skin. When the throat is opened, the thyroid gland is found to be several times its normal size. Enlargement of the thyroid and hairlessness in pigs always go together. Most of the pigs are dead at birth or die- shortly afterward. The age of the sow does not have any bearing on the occurrence of the disease.